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NOTICE!! 
We’re back at Green Clover Hall! 


Marion County has given us permission to return to Green 
Clover Hall effective with our November 16th meeting! See 
you there! 


President’s Message 
Bill Gillespie, KW5BG 


We start this note with sad news. Ed Eades, KC2HNC, 
became a silent key this past week. Ed and his wife, 
Denise, KD2KPD, had recently moved into the area and 
joined our club last month. Please keep Denise and 
their family in your thoughts and prayers. 


We were fortunate the hurricane season was kind to 
us. We’ve reached the cooler temperatures of fall 
which will allow friendlier weather for any antenna 
work you’d like to do, whether for upgrades or repair. 
In either case, be careful. 


Hamfest is just weeks away! This is the biggest event 
the club is involved in and is the primary source of 
funds for us to operate. We are the largest hamfest in 
our part of the state and we draw major vendors that 
also attend the Tampa and Orlando hamfests. We 
need help setting up on Friday, performing different 
tasks during the day Saturday and tear down Saturday 
afternoon. Go to the club website and sign up to vol- 
unteer. 


| want to say ‘Thank you’ to Adam, NY5E, and Nick, 
K4NDZ, for cutting and trimming the grass at Perry 
Field. It’s a task that needed to be accomplished and 
we appreciate these guys stepping up. 


We will be holding elections this coming Tuesday for 
next year’s officers and directors. The nominees are 
listed on page 2. 


For those that haven't heard, we are able to get back 
into Green Clover Hall for our scheduled activities! The 


Continued on next page.... 
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Next Club Meeting 


Tuesday, November 16 


*** Green Clover Hall *** 
319 SE 26th Terrace, Ocala 
6:00 PM Mentoring & Socializing 
7:00 PM Meeting 
SSRC Elections 
Military Radios, Joe Scoglio KA4WJB 


SSRC Board of Directors first Tuesday, 7:00 PM, 
Green Clover Hall 


Upcoming Events 


Janil— _ VE Testing, 7:00 PM 
7:00 PM, Green Clover Hall 


Hamfest, 7:30 AM 
Sign up here 
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good news is Florida’s COVID numbers are down and 
the county has decided not to convert GCH into a mon- 
oclonal antibody treatment center. 


If you have suggestions of things the club should do let 
us know. For example, it has been suggested we set 
up a ‘talk to Santa’ next year for kids. Also, if there is 
an activity you think we could do to expose Ham Radio 
to the public. 


We look forward to seeing you at our meeting Tuesday 
night! 


KW5BGn4@gmail.com 


SSRC 2022 Slate of officers 


Marty Brown, N4GL, Nominating Committee Chair 


Hats off to the SSRC Nominating Committee for offic- 
ers and directors for 2022. The slate of officers is as 
follows: 


President Bill Gillespie, KW5BG 

Vice President Jim Burgess, KN4MIV 
Secretary Gray Moffett, KC3DWY 

Treasurer Tim Trombley, K8TAT 

Immediate Past Pres, Elbert Wilkinson, KQ3K 
Director Mike Condon, W9MNC 

Director Hayden Kaufman, N2HAY 

Director, Wayne Brown, N4FP 


My thanks to committee members: 


Kyle Evans, K4XRY 
Gray Moffett, KC3DWY 
Tim Trombley, K8TAT 


At the November16th meeting additional nominations 
will be taken from the floor followed by voting. The 
new board will take over in January. 


VE Update 
Jim Burgess, KN4MIV 


The November 9th testing session was a big success. Of the 
6 who tested, 5 passed (83%) resulting in 3 news Techni- 
cians, 1 General, and 1 Extra. Look for names and call signs 
next month. 


HAMFEST 2021 Update 
Elbert Wilkinson, KQ3K, Chair 


Four Weeks until Hamfest! Mark this down — Saturday, 
December 4" at First Christian Church. Set-up will take 
place on Friday, December 3. We have two major club 
activities each year — Field Day and Hamfest, so this 
event is very important to us. The formal Hamfest op- 
eration plan will be presented at the November General 
Meeting, so plan on attending. 


As a repeat request from last month’s Oracle, earlier in 
the year a number of you signed up to work Hamfest. 
Hopefully, your plans have not changed and it is still on 
your calendar. What | need for each of you to do is go 
the K4GSO.US website and under Event Signup click on 
the Hamfest link and signup - again. Yes, | know you 
already did that, but we are capturing the days and 
times you are available so that we can properly allocate 
manpower to the tasks that must be completed. Please 
do this. For those who have not signed up and can help 
either or both days — now’s your chance. Same drill as 
above — sign-up on the website. For those of you have 
confirmed your availability - THANK YOU! 


All of our commercial vendors are back with the last 
one committing this week. We still have availability for 
inside individual tables, so if you want to haul out your 
excess or rarely unused equipment — now is the time to 
sign-up. These inside tables are limited and will be ona 
first-come first-served basis. VE testing will also be 
back at our Hamfest site, so if you have been putting off 
upgrading — now is your chance. 


Little League & Ham Radio 

Jim Burgess, KN4MIV 

From Webb Weekly, a family-oriented newspaper direct lo- 
cated in PA. 


“The world of amateur, or “ham” radio links many people 
across the globe and is a fun and interesting hobby for those 
who enjoy it. One local man, Marty Mauer, is quite passion- 
ate about his involvement in amateur radio. Still, he had no 
idea that it would end up linking him with a participant in this 
year’s Little League World Series and his family.” 


https://webbweekly.com/articles/2021/10/13/amateur-radio 


-and-baseball-link-tennessee-little-leaguer-and-local-man-at- 
recent-little-league-world-series/ 
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A Big SSRC Thank You! 
Bill Gillespie KW5GB SSRC President 


..to Adam Parker (above), NY5E, and Nick DelZotto, K4ANDZ 
who volunteered to do some much needed yard work 


at Perry Field. 


Carl Berry KCSCMX Gets DXCC Awards 
Congratulations to Carl KCSCMX for his recent DXCC awards for 15 and 20 meters. 


ee Ge: “ae ce 


e American Radio Relay League, Inc. Ja — - The American Radio Relay League 
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Digital Oscilloscope JYETech 15001K 
By Bert Garcia N83NN 


A handy piece of test equipment to have is an oscilloscope, but good digital oscilloscopes are expensive. Here’s a 
$25 oscilloscope kit that is “good enough” for measuring voltages up to 50 volts peak and AC signals up to 200 KHz. 
This ‘scope is the JYETech 15001K [1]. You can build this kit in an evening. | found the 2.4 inch color TFT screen 
sharp and clear, and the triggering modes very stable and accurate. Use the ‘scope with an external 9 volt battery. 
Do not power it with more than 9 volts or you will damage it. The ‘scope measures 4.5 in x 3 in x 3/4 in and weighs 


4 ounces. 


TOURS 6 eOpy~+ 
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Figure 2: The kit before assembly. 


The surface mounted components are preinstalled, and the software is preprogrammed. You only need to install 


the through hole components. Enjoy this handy little ‘scope! 


Reference: 
1. JYETech 15001K Digital Oscilloscope, https://www.banggood.com/. 
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QRP SWR/Wattmeter/Dummy Load Kits 
By Bert Garcia N8NN 


One piece of equipment every ham should have is a dummy load. | have six of them, all serving a different purpose. 
This article is about two more dummy loads | built specifically aimed at the QRP crowd. When you go to the field 
with your little QRP radio, you need a small, lightweight dummy load as well as a QRP SWR meter and wattmeter to 
take along. Here are two low-cost options. 


50 Ohm 20-Watt QRP Dummy Load: QRP Labs [1] offers a dummy load kit for $8.50 that you can build in under an 
hour. Using twenty 1K ohm 1% resistors in parallel, this dummy load weighs less than 1 ounce, measures 1.7 x 1.4 x 
0.6 inches, and works at HF. The resistors are sandwiched between two circuit boards. A diode and capacitor pro- 
vide a DC voltage that can indicate RF power on a digital multimeter if desired, and a BNC connector provides an 
easy connection to your QRP radio. 


Figure 1: The kit components. Figure 2: Use a “third hand” to assemble. 


Soldering the resistors is much easier if you have something to hold the circuit board, leaving you with two free 
hands for soldering. The assembly directions are available online and include helpful hints to make building the kit 
easier. My finished dummy load measured 50.8 ohms, close enough for field work! 


— 


Figure 3: The finished 20-watt dummy load. 


Digital SWR Meter/Wattmeter/Dummy Load: The QRP Guys [3] have taken the dummy load to a whole other level 
by adding a digital SWR meter and a digital wattmeter. All this is available for $25 as a kit. The dummy load consists 


of four 100 ohm 1% 3-watt resistors that will handle 12 watts, good enough for QRP. The digital wattmeter shows 
power from 200mW to 10 watts with accuracy better than 95% for HF, and the SWR meter measures from 1:1 to 
15:1. The through losses are very small, so it can stay in your antenna feedline while operating. The software is pre- 
programmed into the microcontroller. Power to operate the display comes from a 3-volt coin cell battery that pro- 
vides more than 10 hours of continuous use. The digital display enters a “sleep mode” to conserve battery life and 
comes alive at the press of a button. Assembly time is about 2 hours, and the instructions are available online. 


Continued on next page.... 
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Figure 4: SWR/Wattmeter/Dummy Load 


There is an on/off switch, an SWR/wattmeter selector switch, and a switch to select the dummy load or to connect 
the transceiver directly to the antenna for measuring SWR. The input/output connections are BNC. 


Figure 5: QCX-mini showing 6.22 watts. Figure 6: Antenna SWR shows 1.3 to 1. 


Figures 5 and 6 were taken in low light so the digital display can be viewed. Here my QCX-mini [4, 5] is putting out 
6.22 watts on 20 meters, and my end-fed wire antenna shows the SWR as 1.3 to 1. 


The QRP Guys have an inexpensive and accurate portable SWR/Wattmeter/Dummy Load for QRP operators... and 
it’s fun to build! 


By the way, the miniature CW paddle was made for me by Andres Rojo EA3PP [6]. This tiny paddle has a heavy base 
and is just the thing for portable operation. 


References: 


1. QRP Labs, https://qrp-labs.com/. 
2. QRPGuys, https://qrpguys.com/. 


3. QRP Guys, https://qrpguys.com/qrpguys-power-swr-dummy-load. 

4. Big Performance, Small Package — QCX-mini, Bert Garcia N8NN, 
QST NFL Newsletter, October 2020, https://arrl-nlf.org. 

5. Big Performance, Small Package — QCX-mini, Bert Garcia N8NN, 
The Oracle, October 2020, https://k4gso.us. 

6. Andres Rojo EA3PP, https://www.qrz.com. 


Figure 7: Miniature CW paddle by 
EA3PP. 
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(352) 208-0968 
1713 E Silver Springs Blvd 


Operated 


by K4XRY 


DNO BYTES 


Computer Repair (PC, Mac & Chrome) 
Data Recovery and Device Security 
VHS Conversion & Custom PC Building 


SSRC Classified Ads 


This month we are experimenting with a classi- 
fied ad section. The SSRC Board of Directors has 
agreed to allow business advertising in The Ora- 
cle. If you have a business service and want to 
place an ad in this section, contact Marty Brown, 


n4gl.marty@gmail.com. 


At this time we are not charging for advertising 
space, however the board may approve fees in 
the future. 


This section is not intended for radio equipment. 
Those items can be listed on the website at no 


charge https://k4gso.us/traders/ 


2021 SSRC Officers 


Vice President— Jim Burgess, KN4MIV 


Club Minutes and 
President— Bill Gillespie, KW5BG Financial Reports 


Secretary — Ivory Williams, W6IVY 
Treasurer— Tom Lufkin, W4DAX 


Immediate Past President—Elbert Wilkinson, KQ3K 


SSRC 


SSRC Logo Shirts & Caps 


Directors: 


Green Clover Key Card Information 


Mike Condon— W9MMC 


Perry Field Access 


Gilbert Gyarmati— K4GLG 


Wayne Brown— N4FP Membership Application 
Buy/Sell/Trade 
QST NFL — NFL Section Newsletter 


Committee Chairs Silver Springs Radio Club Website 


NEL Section Website 


ee ees 
Membership — Elbert Wilkinson, KQ3K WA7BNM Contest Calendar 


trustee K4G50 — Wayne brown, NGF 
Trustee K4GSO — Wayne Brown, N4FP NG3K DX 


Newsletter — Marty Brown, N4GL 


